Small Group Ministry

Group Session Plan

Faith without Certainty

Opening Words
My personal position is simple, I have no living sense of commerce with a God.  I envy those who have, for I know that the addition of such a sense would help me greatly.  The Divine, for my active life, is limited to impersonal and abstract concepts which, as ideals, interest and determine me, but do so but faintly in comparison with what a feeling of God might effect if I had one.

William James, Varieties of Religious Experience
Check-in/Sharing
Topic/Activity  

1. What scriptures, traditions, or practices do you look to for religious grounding or 
guidance?

2. As Unitarian Universalists, we have a very open approach.   Has the religious freedom of our UU practice helped or hindered you in your spiritual development?

3. If much of the religious power of our community resides in the community, how do you find yourself responding to the conflicting demands of community vs. individualism?

4. What would you change about Unitarian Universalism?

Likes and Wishes
Closing Words
We (Unitarian Universalists) respect the answers offered by Christianity, Judaism, Buddhism, and the world’s other great faith traditions - we even draw our inspiration and some of our forms of worship from those traditions - but we respect the mystery more.  We believe, in other words, that no single religion (or academic discipline, for that matter) has a monopoly on wisdom; that the answers to the great religious questions change from generation to generation; and that the ultimate truth about God and Creation, death, meaning, and the human spirit cannot be captured in a narrow statement of faith.  The mystery itself is always greater than its name. 

William F. Schultz, The UU Pocket Guide
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