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January 2010
Worship Services
Sundays at 9:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
Jan. 3d Lingering Questions Awaiting Answers Rev. Carie Johnsen
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| have a few for you. | imagine you may have a few for me, too.
Jan. 10h Theologians R Us Rev. Carie Johnsen
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examine what ultimate meanings, values and convictions shape the direction of daily life.

Jan 17h In Praise of Social Visionaries Rev. Carie Johnsen

As we approach Martin Luther King Jr. Day, we will lift up and examine the mission of social visionaries past an
present. How might we be inspired by their work?

Jan. 24h Small Group Ministry Kathy Kellison
Small Group Ministry Coordinator

Kathy Kellison will explore the impact of Small Group Ministry on the UUCC and the Unitarian Universalist
Association.

Jan. 31st Witnessing Grace Rev. Carie Johnsen
Here, at Unitarian Universalist Community Church, | see members reaching out within and beyond the walls to

care for someone less fortunate. | am inspired. My heart is touched. And, | know, | have come to the right plac
to a sacred place.

Minister: Rev. Carie Johnsen Office Hours: Monday & Tuesday, 8-drpm

President: Debbie Mattson Saturday 8 ari2 pm

Director of Religious Exploration: Karen Fisk Office: (207)628232, admin@augustauu.org

Administrator: Julie Pelletier aAyAaidSNDa BeHIzREY SdHATOCHO

Choir Director: Douglas Barley revcariejohnsen@gmail.com

Small Group Ministry coordinator: Kathy Kellison http:// www.augustauu.org
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Next newsletter deadline is January 18th. Please submit newsletter articles by email
to Julie Pelletier, UUCC Church Administratoraaimin@augustauu.org



A Faith Journeyé

Already one third of our first year together is but a memory. A delightful one. A busy one. A holy one.

And now the calendar year is about to flip, once again, forward, to 2010. Amazing! | remember just
yesterday worrying about the predicted millennium catastrophes.

As we enter into January 2010, we also enter deeper into this first year of building relationships and
getting to know one another. In this newsletter you will see two very specific ways for us to enter more
fully into the act of seeing each other and being seen. Not just in superficial ways but in meaningful
ways that matter to our everyday ordinary lives. What makes this a faith journey? To this end, | bring
an invitation to each of you to attend two events.

As you can see from the worship calendar, on the first Sunday of 2010 | have planned to carry forward
a tradition | was taught by my mentor. Many Ministers have a practice of lifting up questions of faith
that have been lingering about during the year. The ways of engaging this practice are many and var-
ied. Typically members of the congregation bring questions to the minister. | would like to bring some
faith questions to all of you as well. | currently have a list of two; more may emerge between now and
then. But certainly, two will suffice.

The second event is the adult religious exploration course being offered this winteri Building Your
Own Theology. | want to know what matters most to all of you. What are your ultimate concerns and
convictions? | invite you to enter into dialogue about ultimate meanings and values. This is a dialogue
that is both personal and interpersonal. Alone we experience the world around us. Together we the-
ologized bringing the intellectual process of analyzing, clarifying, articulating, and symbolizing those
values, meanings, and convictions that grow of our experience.

Together we share the journey of understanding our experiences, naming and claiming our evolving
ideas and beliefs to the end that we learn and grow religiously. In a community of meaning makers
and co-creators, we engage in the task of being, belonging and becoming.

Both of these events encourage deeper knowing of ourselves and each othérthis task of creating inti-
macy and ultimacy. With deeper knowing, may we, together, harness our deepest explosions and
bring them boldly into our future.

Please join me. | look forward to getting to know you.

In faith,
Carie




Building Your Own Theology with Rev. Carie Johnsen
Wednesdays, 6:00 i 8:00 p.m. ~
January 27th, February 10th & 24th, March 10th & 24th , April 7th

We are meaning makers.
We are co-creators.
We live in a community of meaning makers and co -creators.

Based on the assumption that everyone is their own theologian, this classic Unitarian
Universalist adult religious exploration program invites participants to develop their own
personal credos. Together we will explore ultimate meaningsi our deepest values and
convictions. We will build theologies based on the materials from your individual life
experiences.

Participants are encouraged to make a commitment to attend all six sessions. Short
readings and reflections will be given for the off weeks. At the end, participants will be
invited to share their credos with the congregation at a service in May. This is optional.

To plan accordingly, we are asking participants to please sign up for this course by calling
Julie at 622-3233, sending email to admin@augustauu.org or sign up in fellowship hall on
the bulletin board.
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If you are considering MEMBERSHIP  at Unitarian Universalist Community
Church, please set up a time to visit with Rev. Carie Johnsen. ANew
Member Ceremony  has been scheduled for Sunday, January 3% at both
the 9:15 and 11:00 services. During this ceremony the new members will
be invited to sign the membership book. This special ceremony celebrates
the religious commitment of new members and offers the congregation an
opportunity to bring a warm welcome to all new members. You can reach
Rev. Carie atrevcariejohnsen@gmail.com or 508-221-5295 or 623-3663.
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From the Director of Religious Exploration

| just finished a course from Starr King School of Theology on Organizational Systems Thinking for Religialialleadets. WF
enlightening experience | had, one | hope will be reflected as | serve this congregation and try to putdusael learned te goo
my final project.

The Welcome Table

I made the sketch for this painting within the first few weeks of class. Although my understanding of otbakingtitamkesystem
panded and i mproviesgmsaniasnydpepered i amd olf e diome mo mave di
and evehopeful notion that beloved community may be as simple as reaching out a supportivedaspeeieduif tiaeath is
reciprocatlequal, mutual, and balanced.

| tried to depict this support in the people of all races who both embody our chalice and create the stnuminity ofheuvdaiblc
of our faith.

The flame is always both the spirit of the group and the mystery, which is both collective and individdalietvweeTasdbasrityol
and is available to all who seek it.

The seven promises of our faith surround the vessel, dancing with the people, dancing with their ideadydaliessThisisns, an
sources provide a steady foundation, a floor for stomping, for gliding, for leaping, and for landing.
Surrounding the symbols are words of welcome, words of faith, words of hope.

And further surrounding and churning, even as the dancers support and are supported by each other, are teystige cycifes. -
with pitfalls, false impressions, mental models, isms, doubt. It is also replete with successes, goodkiagndgtsbieaktiatbes,
and hope.

As 2009 ends and 2010 unfurls, | give thanks yet again for this faith community, the UUCGC;anihnathits|Sigitemgness to

teach and to learn, to adapt and to evolve, and, most important, to reach out with support and with equtabtatibeltvedair,
community.

Yours in faith, Karen



