Small Group Ministry

Group Session Plan
In Praise of Social Visionaries
Opening Words
The prayer of our souls is a petition for persistence; not for the one good deed, or single thought, but deed on deed, and thought on thought, until day calling unto day shall make a  life worth living.  
W.E.B.Du Bois, Singing the Living Tradition #494
Check-in/Sharing 

Topic/Activity 
Quotes taken from Visionaries: The 20th Century’s 100 Most Important Inspirational Leaders. Edited by Satish Kumar and Freddie Whitefield.  

Mahatma Gandhi said, “Whenever you are in doubt whether your action is right or wrong think of the poorest of the poor and work out if your action will help to uplift that person.  If it will you’re on the Right path.”
Buckminster Fuller said, “When I am working on a problem, I never think about beauty but when I have finished, if the solution is not beautiful, I know it is wrong.” 

Frances Moore Lappé said, “Even the fear of death is nothing compared to the fear of not having lived authentically and fully.”


Albert Schweitzer said, “Example is not the main thing in influencing others. It is the only thing.”

William Earnest Henley wrote, “I am the master of my fate: I am the captain of my soul.” (From the poem “Invictus” by William Earnest Henley.

1. Which of these quotes challenges or affirms your way of being in the world?

2. What element of today’s service spoke most deeply to your spirit?

3. Who is your local visionary?  Who in your life sets an example worth following?

Likes & Wishes


Closing Words



Hold fast to dreams

for if dreams die

life is broken-winged bird

that cannot fly.

Hold fast to dreams 
for when dreams go 

life is a barren field frozen with snow.

Langston Hughes, Singing the Living Tradition #488
Rev. Carie Johnsen
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