Unitarian Universalist Community Church
Small Group Ministry
Diversity Without Adversity: Politics
Opening Words
I am not interested in what political parties we are each affiliated with; I want to celebrate our commitment to learning what the issues are, to forming and expressing opinions, and to participating in the decision-making.

I do not want to critique political ads; I want to know how we can hear the messages of many sides in order to better understand the implications of our own positions, immediately and for the long-term.
I am not asking that you agree with me, or feel that I need to agree with you; I want our involvement in the democratic process to make a difference, if only to help someone clarify their own position by my sharing the how and why of my decisions. 
Check In: How is it with you today?
Topic/Activity
1.  Was involvement or non-involvement the norm in your family as you were growing up? What was the family bias politically? How has this affected your involvement now?  
2. How do or can we be involved politically in a way that honors our Unitarian Universalist principles, primarily:
The inherent worth and dignity of every person; and 
The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations and in society at large?
3. “I disapprove of what you say, but I will defend to the death your right to say it” from The Friends of Voltaire, by Evelyn Beatrice Hall, 1906.  To paraphrase that quote, “I may disagree with your political views, but I will defend to the death your right to hold your own views.” How can we disagree and still feel respected and be respectful?
Check Out/Likes and Wishes: How was this session for you? Do you feel heard? Accepted?

Closing Words  
If we agree in love, there is no disagreement that can do us any injury, but if we do not, no other agreement can do us any good.
Let us endeavor to keep the unity of the spirit in the bonds of peace. 
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